
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know St. Cecilia School offers affordable tuition rates by charging less than the actual cost of 

education and makes up for it with Parent Association funds? 

 

The majority of these Parent Association funds have been raised by various fundraising efforts. The St. 

Cecilia community has consistently come through each year with donations, sponsorships, and volunteer 

support to reach our fundraising goals.  Some of the ways in which we do this have changed over 

the years. From the Fall fundraisers selling wrapping paper, golf tournaments, and last year’s 

straight donation, we have continued to look for ways to meet our goals while keeping the busy 

schedules and lives of our parents in mind. However, the goal has remained the same, to bring 

our community together to support the school and raise funds to help keep tuition rates 

affordable for everyone.   

 

The biggest fundraiser has always been the annual auction. This fundraiser has consistently 

required herculean efforts to run and put together. I have been at the school 15 years, and I 

have worked on a few of these events. I was asked to chair it this year and I approached this 

with the idea of breathing new life into it. I have been looking at ways to update and streamline 

the event, making it successful at achieving our goals but without the strain it has put on those 

who have volunteered in the past. The bottom line is to have fun and raise money for our 

community. 

 

Our wonderful new Principal, Lillie Stevens, has embraced this new approach. The changes are 

reflected in the volunteer requirements. Auction hours are now Fundraising Hours. What will this 

mean? This means our “Come Together” theme is a year-long campaign to help us meet our 

fundraising goals. We will start the year with the Fall Fundraiser; more information and details 

will be coming soon. There will be many different opportunities and ways in which one can meet 

their fundraising requirement. Everything that you contribute goes towards the overall 

fundraising goal. Therefore, it will be counted towards your Fundraising Hours. Jog-A-Thon 

efforts, Fall Fundraiser efforts, and our new Fundraising Celebration on February 22nd are all 

ways to achieve our goal, so whatever you contribute in dollars or hours helps to meet your 

requirement. 



 

The Fundraising Celebration will be a dinner and party where we get together, celebrate our 

community, and raise money to support the school we love. There will be more information 

coming. I have included an “in” and “out” page that addresses some of the changes and 

hopefully will answer some questions that I think people might have. However, feel free to 

contact me directly with anything you need or with questions want to ask. This change is 

challenging, but it’s also exciting. My goal as chair is to bring our community together and to get 

us all involved in meeting our fundraising goals, supporting our school, and each other.   

 

I’m looking forward to an exciting year to come, and to creating a path forward that achieves our 

goals in a simplified way that sustains our future and moves us forward. On a personal note, I want 

to thank Maureen Roe, Parent Association Coordinator, previous Auction Chairs, Amy Clancy and 

Stefne Hughes for all of their hard work and input, as well as everyone who has volunteered in the 

past. It is the continued efforts by all of our past and current volunteers that helps make our 

community thrive. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Erin O’Donnell 

 

 

Questions? Contact Erin O’Donnell (Auction Chair) at (503) 750-9487  

or email auction@stceciliaschool.us for more information.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


